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ANZAC DAY AMENDMENT BILL 2003 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 26 June. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [4.02 pm]:  The Opposition 
supports this quite simple Bill, which does three things.  It will allow for race meetings to be held when Anzac 
Day falls on a Sunday.  That requires repeal of part of section 4 of the Act.  The next occasion Anzac Day falls 
on a Sunday is in 2004.  Racing clubs would like to hold meetings on that Sunday.  Passage of this legislation 
will allow preparations to be made for that racing year.  The second part of the Bill deletes section 10(2)(a), 
which relates to occasional liquor licences.  The second reading speech and the explanatory memorandum state 
that that is because they are no longer applicable.  I would appreciate the minister telling me why they are no 
longer applicable.  Is it because they do not exist any more or that they do not apply in this set of circumstances?  
It is a pity that the explanatory memorandum did not state why they were no longer applicable. 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  That does not help either of us! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Is the minister saying he does not know? 

Hon Nick Griffiths:  I did not say that. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  The third amendment is to insert the correct name of the RSL; that is, the Returned 
and Services League of Australia WA Branch, Incorporated.  In the Anzac Day Act it is referred to as the 
“Returned Sailors’, Soldiers’ & Airmen’s Imperial League of Australia, W.A. Branch, Incorporated”.  The 
intention of the third amendment is to update the name in the legislation. 

Subject to a reasonable explanation about occasional liquor licences, the Opposition supports the Bill. 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [4.04 pm]:  I concur with the remarks of the Leader of the 
Opposition.  The Bill seeks to do three things: remove the restriction on holding race meetings on an Anzac Day 
Sunday, repeal the section relating to occasional licences, and correct the name of the RSL.  As mentioned, 
Anzac Day in 2004 falls on a Sunday.  That is an unusual occurrence.  Section 4(3) of the Anzac Day Act clearly 
prohibits holding a race meeting on an Anzac Day Sunday.  Given the changes in people’s attitudes and 
expectations in recent years, and the practice of holding race meetings on Sundays in country areas in particular, 
the amendment seems appropriate and will provide some return to the Anzac Day Trust Fund.  It will also 
enhance the reputation of Anzac Day.  The people we remember on 25 April each year would probably take 
great pleasure in knowing that they are remembered on an occasion such as a race day.   
Occasional liquor licences were issued under the Licensing Act 1911, as amended, for one-off events.  However, 
the Liquor Licensing Act replaced that legislation in 1988.  There have been further changes to licensing 
arrangements since then.  Today’s sporting bodies, such as racing clubs, to which the Anzac Day Act applies, are 
required to hold a form of club licence that operates for a year.  Occasional licences are still issued but only for 
special events.  I think the proposed amendment is appropriate and one would wonder why it had not been made 
years ago.  The correction to the name of the RSL is also appropriate.  One Nation supports this legislation. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [4.06 pm]:  The Greens (WA) will support this Bill.  It is not a great 
consequence as far as we can see.  Racing is a fine tradition in Australian culture and history and there is no 
reason it should not occur on Anzac Day. 
HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [4.07 pm]:  I have had some approaches from our friends in the 
RSL on these three issues.  As the minister said to me a little while ago, it is a trifecta.  I hope it is a winning one.  
I am very happy that the Government has brought forward this Bill to support what will be an opportunity for 
people in the country, in particular, to enjoy race days and have the odd beer on the way through.  I support the 
Bill. 

HON NICK GRIFFITHS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Housing and Works) [4.07 pm]:  I thank members 
for their support of the Bill.  The provision sought to be repealed is section 10(2)(a) of the Anzac Day Act 1960.  
That is the query raised by Hon Norman Moore.  Under the heading, “Establishment of Anzac Day Trust Fund” 
the provision states - 

(2) There shall be credited to the Treasury to the credit of the Fund -  

(a) all fees paid for occasional licenses authorising the sale or disposal of liquor on Anzac 
Day granted under the provisions of section 44(2), or section 205(2a), of the 
Licensing Act 1911; 
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As Hon John Fischer said, there is now a new Liquor Licensing Act.  One wonders why these matters were not 
tidied up years ago.  The provision is clearly redundant. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time, proceeded through remaining stages without debate and passed.   
 


